LORD  OXFORD WAS SHAKESPEARE
Earl of Pembroke, or (inverted) Henry Wriothesly,
Earl of Southampton.
But it is incredible that an obscure publisher,
such as Thorpe, could have known the name of
the nobleman,, or other person, by whom the
Sonnets were inspired, and would thus have identi-
fied him in a pirated edition of these poems. The
idea that this dedication refers to "the Fair
Youth" of the Sonnets can be definitely abandoned.
Mrs* Stopes pointed out that the verb "to
beget" is here used in the sense of "to get35 or
"to acquire"; and Sir Sidney Lee identified
William Hall as an obscure stationer and friend
in the trade of Thorpe, who, like the latter, was
filling the irresponsible role of procurer of
manuscripts. The coincident collocation of letters
of "Mr. W. H.A11" is suggestive and typical of
Thorpe, who in a previous dedication to Edward
Blount had written, "Blunt I purpose to be blunt
with you." Mrs. Stopes considered that the
dedication expressed the idea of a wedding wish
connected with the marriage of William Hall.
The line, "our ever-living poet," can only
refer to a man no longer alive. Colonel Ward,
over a period of three hundred years, found only
one example referring to an individual that is not
a divine being:
That ever-living man of memory,
Henry the Fifth.
i Henry VI, Act IV, iii.
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